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-discharge of the eight million wage-earners now in the fight-
ing forces or engaged in .war work shall be so regulated as to
avert the peril of widespread unemployment involving the whole
wage-earning class in economic ruin. The Party insists that
the obligation to find suitable employment in productive work
for all these men and women is national, and that until work
is found it is the duty of the Government in the interest of
the community as a whole to provide them with adequate
maintenance, either through the out-of-work benefit afforded
by the Trade Unions or in some other way.

In order to prevent the occurrence of unemployment, either
in the course of demobilization or in the first years of peace,
the Party urges that all necessary preparations should be made
by the Government for putting in hand at once, directly or
through the local authorities, urgently needed public works,
including the building of a million new cottages, new schools,
and training colleges; the making of new roads, railways, can-
als; afforestation, the reclamation of land, the development of
ports and harbours; and the establishment of co-operative
small holdings; whilst steps ought also to be taken, for the
purpose of relieving pressure upon an overstocked labour mar-
ket, to raise the school-leaving age to 16 and substantially
to shorten the hours of labour for all young people, to reduce
wherever practicable the hours of adult labour; and to limit
the amount of overtime.

The policy of the Party as applied to industry contem-
plates a great extension of the principle of democratic con-
trol. It demands the progressive elimination of the private
capitalist from the control of industry and the scientific re-
organization of the nation's industry on the basis of the com-
mon general ownership of the means of production, the equit-
able sharing of the proceeds among all who participate in any
capacity, and the adoption of such methods of administration
and control as experience has shown to be practicable and
necessary.

The Party's policy of nationalization is applied not only
to great undertakings like railways, mines, shipping, canals,
and the like, and to the great super-power stations for the
production of electricity which are in contemplation, but to
the whole business of retail distribution of commodities like
household coal and milk; and the Party also demands that the
activities of the profit-making industrial insurance companies